National report: TFL changing
the ‘spiritual temperature’
On a wintry, snow-covered Wednesday in February, a film crew
from Christian Broadcasting Network, or CBN, flew from
Washington, D.C., to Des Moines to cover a story in the
Heartland that has national implications.
The work of The FAMiLY LEADER’s Church Ambassador Network had
piqued CBN’s interest. And when the network heard Iowa’s
successful model of building intentional relationships between
pastors and legislators was now spreading to other states …
CBN booked a flight to Des Moines to learn just how TFL is
changing the way the Church interacts with government in
America:
Watch CBN’s coverage of TFL’s Church Ambassador Network below:
Through ministries like the Church Ambassador Network and the
If 7:14 prayer initiative, The FAMiLY LEADER is pioneering a
strategy of inspiring the Church to engage government for the
advance of God’s (not man’s) kingdom. Rather than a politicsfirst approach, TFL’s model focuses first on cultural
transformation, anchoring our ministry in prayer and leading
with the gospel.
TFL recognizes that a Church that is biblically and
authentically engaged with government will not only transform
individual lives and relationships, but also impact elections,
influence policy, and lead the way toward a revived America
that honors God and blesses people.
And now, though “The Daniel Initiative,” TFL is exporting this
model of authentic Church engagement to other states. By
partnering with sister state organizations of The Family
Policy Alliance, TFL’s “The Daniel Initiative” aims to build a

fortress of states that can transform a nation!
TFL is grateful to CBN for covering the powerful impact of our
ministry and grateful to you, our supporters, for enabling us
to embark on the bold, nation-transforming vision of The
Daniel Initiative!
Do YOU want to see a Church revived and impacting government
in a biblical way? Your support of The FAMiLY LEADER will help
spread The Daniel Initiative across America!

Erick Erickson to host Rush
Limbaugh, then TFL Family
Forum!
The FAMiLY LEADER was notified that the host for our upcoming
U.S. Senate Family Forum, Erick Erickson, will be filling in
for Rush Limbaugh on his program! We are very excited for
Erick, and wonder if he will mention the Family Forum on the
air. Whether he does or not, we encourage you to listen to
him as you register for the U.S. Senate Family Forum this
Friday, April 25. Pass the word along!

Rally for Life 2014 videos
Descriptions and time codes of each video are in the video’s
description on YouTube.

More pictures and details will be added as we get them
uploaded.
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Exclusive:
Bob
Vander Plaats will not run
for Senate
Written by Jennifer Jacobs, Des Moines Register
Article link
Link to TFL’s press release
After weeks of buzz that he’d be the firecracker to
reconfigure the U.S. Senate race in Iowa, religious
conservative Bob Vander Plaats has decided not to run, citing
a focus on his message of national spiritual revival.
“That’s my sweet spot right now,” Vander Plaats, the author of
a new book that calls for people to pray and repent for the
sins in their own lives, told The Des Moines Register in an
interview Friday.
His decision — sure to disappoint both the far right and far
left — has been awaited for months as Republicans try mightily
to find a candidate with the best chances of taking away a
powerful seat that has been in Democratic hands for nearly 30
years.
“I’m really shocked,” said David Bossie, president of Citizens
United, a conservative advocacy organization that’s a force in
national politics. “There seemed to be an opportunity for him
to make the case to Iowans for this nomination. And he
would’ve been an exceptional candidate.”

Winning the open Iowa seat is viewed as critical for
Republicans to reclaim control in the U.S. Senate, where they
need to pick up a net gain of six seats. It’s been seven years
since the GOP last held the majority.
Vander Plaats, a cheerful Christian who talks frequently about
God’s abundance, is much respected by Iowa evangelical
conservatives, who tend to be reliable voters, as well as by
national social conservatives, who had promised to help
bankroll his campaign.
But he sends shudders down the spines of liberals, who opposed
his 2010 take-down of three state Supreme Court justices who
took part in the ruling that legalized same-sex marriage in
Iowa. Liberals routinely send out right-wing alerts if he
makes a comment they consider controversial.
Even Vander Plaats seemed a bit surprised by his decision,
noting he “came very, very close” to going for his fourth
attempt at elected office.
A clear-eyed examination of the race, he said, showed he
likely would’ve been victorious in replacing his polar
opposite, U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin, a liberal Democrat who retires
in less than a year.
“Polling shows I’m ahead three to one in the current (GOP)
field,” said Vander Plaats, who added that he had “a great
campaign team in the wings.”
BVP — his initials are his shorthand name in political circles
— was the last looming shadow over a big lineup of Republicans
battling to take on Democrat Bruce Braley, a Waterloo
congressman also seeking the seat.
A set of second-string Republicans stepped forward when all of
Iowa’s top-tier GOP leaders declined to run, and all are still
struggling to boost their name recognition, including state
Sen. Joni Ernst, retired utilities company CEO Mark Jacobs,

conservative radio talk show host Sam Clovis and former U.S.
attorney Matt Whitaker. Two others, former car salesman Scott
Schaben and conservative book author Paul Lunde, are extreme
underdogs four months out from the June 3 primary.
“No one has broken out of the pack yet,” Vander Plaats said.
“I will encourage all God-honoring candidates in this race …
but I’m not feeling a strong urging to do an endorsement.”
Democrats were pushing just as hard for Vander Plaats,
president of the Family Leader, an organization that promotes
religious conservative principles in government. Liberal
strategists thought he’d win the GOP primary, but predicted
he’d become Iowa’s Todd Akin in the general election. Akin was
the unsuccessful GOP U.S. Senate candidate from Missouri in
2012 who created a
“legitimate rape.”
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Vander Plaats laughed at that thought, but agreed that he
would have energized the Democratic base more than anyone.
Instead, his priority is his new book, “If
7:14.” It’s based on a Bible passage that says
if people pray and turn from their wicked
ways, God will hear and heal their land.
(www.if714.com)

Vander Plaats said he has been booked for speaking engagements
across the country, including at the Billy Graham Evangelical

Association in North Carolina a few weeks ago, the New Canaan
Society in Florida, a conference in Texas next week with
pastors from large churches, and the National Council of
Religious Broadcasters the following week.
“When God seems to be blessing an initiative, and there’s a
lot of opportunity with that initiative, it’s hard to walk
away,” he said.
“The Dutch guy
any race like
it’s a stopgap
where the dike

in me says elections are important, but I view
the Dutchboy putting the finger in the dike —
message,” he said. “We’re in a situation today
needs to be rebuilt.”

Vander Plaats was pretty sure his mind was made up Thursday,
but he went to another candidate’s campaign event that night
just to see if he felt an overwhelming tug. He and his wife,
Darla, stood at the back and watched GOP congressional
candidate Robert Cramer speak at a house party in Polk City.
“When we left, we both went, ‘I’m not sure I want to go back
to that rodeo right now. That’s not our calling,’ ” he said.
National strategists are closely watching what happens next in
the race. Bossie, the Citizens United president, said Iowa
“could be the 51st seat for the Republican Party in taking
back the majority.”
“Conservatives across the country as well as the establishment
were watching Bob over the last month or more and now will be
looking deeply into the current bench of candidates to find
which one will be the standard-bearer,” Bossie said. “Iowa is
not without other outstanding candidates — like Sam Clovis and
Joni Ernst.”
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10:08 AM, Jun 26, 2013 | by Sharyn Jackson |
Iowa gay rights advocates and members of the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender community were ecstatic this morning
at U.S. Supreme Court rulings that recognized federal rights
and benefits for same-sex couples and paved the way for samesex marriage in California. But some Iowa conservatives were
more cautious about what the rulings mean for the country.
Here is a sampling of Iowa reactions. We’ll be adding more
voices throughout the day.
Article:
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2013/06/26/io
wa-reacts-to-supreme-court-decisions/article
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same-sex marriage
June 26, 2013 by O.Kay Henderson Leave a Comment
Iowa elected officials, a few who want to be elected officials
in Iowa in the future and the chairman of the Iowa Democratic
Party have issued statements about today’s U.S. Supreme Court
rulings.
Read the statements Radio Iowa has received via
email below, in the order they arrived:
Article:
http://okhenderson.com/2013/06/26/iowa-politicos-react-to-u-ssupreme-court-rulings-on-same-sexmarriage/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=twitter&utm_campaig
n=Feed%3A+okhenderson+%28Kay%27s+Blog%29

Same-sex marriage foe finds
“fairly good news” in today’s
Supreme Court rulings

Same-sex marriage foe finds
“fairly good news” in today’s
Supreme Court rulings
June 26, 2013 By O. Kay Henderson
A man who has led the opposition to same-sex marriage in Iowa
sees “good news” in today’s U.S. Supreme Court rulings. Bob
Vander Plaats says the court ruled the federal government must
recognize same-sex unions if states sanction them, but the
justices did not curtail the rights of states to ban gay
marriage if they choose.
“The initial reaction was probably fairly good news, meaning
the court is saying that the states have the right to define
what marriage is and the Iowa people have yet to decide,”
Vander Plaats says.
Article:
http://www.radioiowa.com/2013/06/26/same-sex-marriage-foe-find
s-fairly-good-news-in-todays-supreme-court-rulings/

