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Below are some common questions people have about caucusing in
Iowa. Here’s what you need to know to be ready for Monday,
Feb. 1:
1. Do I have to be registered with a political party to participate?
Yes you do. You have to be either a registered Republican or
Democrat to participate in the Iowa Caucuses.
2. Can I register on Caucus Night?
Yes, but please arrive at least 30 minutes early. You will
need to bring a photo ID as well as a postmarked envelope with
your name and address. Utility bills work best.
3. Can I vote if I live out of state?
For students this is an excellent question. If you live in
Iowa and another state, you can register to vote in Iowa, but
you cannot vote in both states. You have to choose one. Just
bring your photo ID as well as a postmarked envelope to prove
that you have a residency in Iowa.
4. Do I have to be there by a certain time to vote?
Yes. Caucuses are set to begin at 7:00 p.m., and you need to
be there before then. We recommend that you arrive at least a
half hour early.
5. Do I caucus at the same place that I vote?
Not necessarily. Unlike elections, caucuses are organized by
the Democrat and Republican Parties. They set their caucus
locations. It is important that you visit the website of your
political party to know where to caucus.
6. Will I have to speak at my caucus?

No, you do not have to speak, but you are welcome to do so.
7. When is the presidential vote?
The presidential poll takes place towards the beginning of the
caucus.
8. How long will the caucuses last?
They will last for about an hour.
9. Can I leave after I vote for president?
Yes, you are welcome to leave following the presidential poll.
10. What do I need to bring?
Make sure you bring your photo ID. Some caucus chairs may
require them. They are also needed if you are not currently
registered or if your registration is not up to date or you
need to change political parties. Also, bring a pencil to fill
out your ballot.
11. How do I know where to go?
Caucuses are organized by the political parties, which means
you need BOTH your precinct number AND the caucus location
assigned by your political party of choice. We’ve created a
website to walk you through that two-step process, which you
can access by clicking here.
12. What day are the Caucuses held?
Monday, Feb. 1, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. Arrive at least 30 minutes
early.
11. Can I go just to observe the caucuses?
Yes. There may be a special visitor section at your caucus
location.
12. What if I am not 18, but I am going to be by election day: Can I
participate?

Yes, you can. If you are 18 years old by Election Day, Nov. 8.

