BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES OF

CRIMINAL JUSTICE




@ FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES

IN THE CHURCH AMBASSADOR NETWORK, A MINISTRY OF THE FAMILY LEADER
FOUNDATION, WE HOLD TO THE TEACHINGS OF THE BIBLE THAT GOD CREATED
GOVERNMENT FOR OUR GOOD. WHEN GOVERNMENT DOES ITS JOB WELL THE
PEOPLE ARE BLESSED, AND THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT WE WANT TO SEE IN THE
STATE OF IowA. WE WANT TO SEE A CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM THAT IS A
BLESSING TO ALL PEOPLE, REGARDLESS OF COLOR, EDUCATION, SOCIAL ECONOMIC
STATUS, OR ANY OTHER SOCIETAL CLASSIFICATION.

AS WE CONSIDER CRIMINAL JUSTICE, AN EXCELLENT PLACE TO BEGIN IS AT THE
CROSS OF JESUS, THE MOST CONSEQUENTIAL VERDICT OF JUSTICE IN ALL HUMAN

HISTORY. YOU CANNOT FULLY UNDERSTAND JUSTICE WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING
THE CROSS.

GOD IS FULLY MERCIFUL

GOD IS FULLY JUST

GOD IS FULLY JUST AND MERCIFUL ALL THE TIME

GOD WILL ULTIMATELY BRING PERFECT JUSTICE
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GOVERNMENT IS THE PEOPLE’S SERVANT. THIS
INCLUDES PEACE OFFICERS, JUDGES, ATTORNEYS,
JURIES, AND ALL OTHER ASPECTS OF OUR CRIMINAL
JUSTICE SYSTEM.

“FOR GOVERNMENT IS GOD’S SERVANT FOR YOUR GOOD.”

ROMANS 13:4

“JESUS CALLED THEM TOGETHER AND SAID, “YOU KNOW THAT
THOSE WHO ARE REGARDED AS RULERS OF THE GENTILES LORD
IT OVER THEM, AND THEIR HIGH OFFICIALS EXERCISE
AUTHORITY OVER THEM. NOT SO WITH YOU. INSTEAD, WHOEVER
WANTS TO BECOME GREAT AMONG YOU MUST BE YOUR SERVANT,
AND WHOEVER WANTS TO BE FIRST MUST BE SLAVE OF ALL. FOR
EVEN THE SON OF MAN DID NOT COME TO BE SERVED, BUT TO
SERVE, AND TO GIVE HIS LIFE AS A RANSOM FOR MANY.”

MARK 10:42-45
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GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE ADREAD FOR THE
WRONG-DOER AND A SENSE OF PEACE FOR THE

INNOCENT.

“FOR RULERS ARE NOT A TERROR TO GOOD CONDUCT, BUT
TO BAD. DO YOU WANT TO BE UNAFRAID OF THE
AUTHORITY? DO WHAT IS GOOD, AND YOU WILL HAVE ITS
APPROVAL. FOR GOVERNMENT IS GOD’S SERVANT FOR
YOUR GOOD. BUT IF YOU DO WRONG, BE AFRAID, BECAUSE
IT DOES NOT CARRY THE SWORD FOR NO REASON.”

ROMANS 13:3-4




JUSTICE IS TO BE FAIR AND BALANCED. IT IS NOT TO
BE PARTIAL.

«“UNEQUAL WEIGHTS ARE DETESTABLE TO THE
LORD, AND DISHONEST SCALES ARE NO GOOD.”

PROVERBS 20:23




WE ARE TO HONOR AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE
IN AUTHORITY, INCLUDING THOSE WHO SERVE IN
OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM.

THOSE WHO WORK IN OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM ARE PUBLIC
SERVANTS. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE HONOR, THANK, AND PRAY FOR THEM
AS THEY SERVE AND SACRIFICE FOR US. THIS NOT ONLY STRENGTHENS OUR
COMMUNITIES, BUT IT ALSO PLEASES OUR LORD. WE DO NOT HONOR AND
GIVE THANKSGIVING BECAUSE ANY PERSON DESERVES IT. IN REALITY NONE
OF US DO. RATHER, WE OFFER HONOR AND GIVE THANKSGIVING BECAUSE IT
PLEASES OUR LORD. WE ARE HONORING FAR MORE THAN A PERSON. WE
ARE HONORING THE INSTITUTION AND IDEALS THEY REPRESENT.

“] URGE, THEN, FIRST OF ALL, THAT PETITIONS, PRAYERS,
INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING BE MADE FOR ALL
PEOPLE— FOR KINGS AND ALL THOSE IN AUTHORITY,
THAT WE MAY LIVE PEACEFUL AND QUIET LIVES IN ALL
GODLINESS AND HOLINESS. THIS IS GOOD, AND PLEASES
GOD OUR SAVIOR, WHO WANTS ALL PEOPLE TO BE SAVED
AND TO COME TO A KNOWLEDGE OF THE TRUTH."

1 TIMOTHY 2:1-4




CRIMINAL PUNISHMENT SHOULD BE RELEGATED
TO A SPECIFIC SENTENCE, NOT BECOME A LIFE-
LONG IDENTIFIER.

“TO PUT OFF YOUR OLD SELF, WHICH BELONGS TO
YOUR FORMER MANNER OF LIFE AND IS CORRUPT
THROUGH DECEITFUL DESIRES, AND TO BE RENEWED
IN THE SPIRIT OF YOUR MINDS, AND TO PUT ON THE
NEW SELF, CREATED AFTER THE LIKENESS OF GOD IN
TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND HOLINESS.”

EPHESIANS 4:22-24
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